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Schaller & Ellen Gunn Education Centres

Schaller and Ellen Gunn Education Centres comprise the
rural campus educational program at Ranch Ehrlo. In
addition, the Ranch operates various integrated classrooms
within local schools in Regina and Prince Albert. The
education program is accredited by the Independent Schools
Branch of Saskatchewan Education which oversees the
approved programs of instruction and social remediation
offered as an alternative educational service.

Ranch Ehrlo’s goal is to place as many students as possible
into the regular school systems operated by the Public and
Catholic School Boards in Regina, Prince Albert and
Saskatoon. The Ranch Ehrlo education program provides an
environment for educational assessment and social
stabilization for students who need an opportunity to
develop the skills necessary for a successful integrated school
placement. Ranch Ehrlo classrooms are designed to provide
remedial and behavioural instruction as part of a process to
return the resident to mainstream services.

Teachers at the Ranch Ehrlo Society are trained in special
education and are well qualified by training and experience
to teach students with educational problems. The
behavioural expectations of students within the educational
program are achieved through relationship building,
success-oriented activity and supervision. Corporal
punishment is not allowed.

Schaller and Ellen Gunn Education Centres admit students
throughout the academic year. Upon admission, teachers
employ a range of educational and behavioural assessments
to determine the level at which a student is functioning. In
collaboration with the clinical team, a total service plan is
developed, including an Individual Education Plan (IEP)
which specifies educational, social, and behavioural objectives
for each student.

Since one-third of a resident’s life is spent in school, it is
imperative that this experience occurs in a safe, caring, and
achievement-oriented environment. Consequently, the
educational services offered at Ranch Ehrlo incorporate a
variety of activities to stimulate the overall competence of
each student.

These include, but are not limited to, the following: journal
entries; life skills training; cultural studies; current events;
community services; life-time leisure skills;
computer-assisted learning; home economics;
wood-working; arts and crafts; physical education and
wellness; and intramurals.

» the clinical team monitors the student’s academic progress
and provides continued counselling and support;

» the residential team conducts a daily review of the
student’s progress in order to provide additional support
and guidance.

The collective work of the residential, clinical, and educational
teamns involved with each resident, is the means by which
success is achieved. Consistent and clear messages reinforce
values and provide the needed incentive or positive
achievement.

Supported Learning

A variation of the integrated classroom environment occurs at
the secondary education level where a Ranch-employed
teacher, or educational assistant, does not have a classroom but
acts as a liaison with all teachers who have students from
Ranch Ehtle in their classrooms. If a problem arises, this
person is available for consultation to help resolve the
problem. The Ranch Ehrlo system is designed to respond to
changing situations.

Ranch Ehrlo stresses the value of its involvement with schools
in the integrated program. In a review, the Director of the
Independent School Branch stated:

“The networking among the Regina and Schaller
Schools was viewed as highly desired and
commendable... While each of the systems have
benefited, those being served have clearly profited the

most.”
-Excerpt from a 1992 letter to the Chairman of the Board of Directors
from Alex Postnikoft, Director Saskatchewan Education.
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